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Administration, and the U.S. Department of 
Education. 

CNA’s investment in the nation’s future— 
its children—is evident in CNA’s involve-
ment with the Leadership for Quality Edu-
cation, a coalition of business and civil lead-
ers working to improve the Chicago school 
system. OUt of this, CNA created Project 
Participate, providing paid time off, re-
sources and training to employees wishing to 
run for Chicago’s Local School Councils. 
CNA has also adopted Chicago’s Mark Skin-
ner School as part of the Chicago Board of 
Education’s Adopt-A-School Program. 

CONCLUSION 
CNA stands for a century of commitment, 

stability and financial strength. Entering 
the final years of the 10th century, the com-
pany prepared for the 21st century in typical 
CNA fashion—it acquired the Continental In-
surance Company in 1995. This merger, the 
most significant property/casualty insurance 
merger in the last 25 years, expanded CNA’s 
scope—elevating its presence worldwide, add-
ing new specialty operations and pooling the 
considerable talent and resources of both 
companies. 

As the new millennium approaches, 
unfathomable leaps in technology, social 
transformations and economic upheaval are 
as much a source of apprehension today as in 
1897. CNA saw the birth of a new century 
that brought with it several wars, a severe 
economic depression, fantastic advances in 
modes of travel and communication, social 
change and natural disasters. It has met the 
challenges of the past 100 years and stands 
poised for another century, confident of its 
continued success based on its core values: 
commitment, stability and financial 
strength.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF 
KAREN E. WETTERHAHN, PH.D. 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to the memory of the late Dr. Karen E. 
Wetterhahn of Lyme, NH. Karen was an 
Albert Bradley third century professor 
in the sciences at Dartmouth College, 
who died of mercury poisoning on June 
8 while working on the cutting edge of 
the scientific and academic commu-
nities. 

Karen, a research chemist of inter-
national reputation, spanned the fields 
of inorganic chemistry, biochemistry, 
and chemical toxicology. Sometime 
last year while working with dimethyl 
mercury, she came in contact with and 
received mercury poisoning during her 
studies of mercury toxicity. A dedi-
cated member of the Dartmouth com-
munity, her work involved under-
standing how elevated levels of the ele-
ments known as heavy metals, which 
include chromium, lead, and arsenic, 
interfere with the processes of cell me-
tabolism and the transfer of genetic in-
formation. 

Karen not only shaped the work in-
side her laboratory but in the class-
room as well. Dr. Wetterhahn helped to 
develop curriculum in the life science 
area know as structural biology, which 
studies the structure of biologically ac-
tive molecules such as DNA, RNA, and 
proteins to learn how they function. 

She was born in Plattsburgh, NY, in 
1948 and graduated from St. Mary’s 
High School in Champlain, NY. Karen 

graduated magna cum laude at St. 
Lawrence University where she earned 
her bachelor’s degree. She received her 
doctorate from Columbia University in 
1975, where she won the prestigious 
Hammett Award in chemistry. Karen 
was also a National Institutes of 
Health trainee at the Institute of Can-
cer Research, Columbia University Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, also 
in 1975. One year later she joined the 
faculty of Dartmouth College, in Han-
over, NH. 

Karen also had an instrumental role 
in making Dartmouth’s sciences and 
administration more representative of 
the changing faces in the college com-
munity. While in Hanover, she co- 
founded Dartmouth’s women in science 
project, which was aimed at increasing 
the number of women majoring and 
taking courses in the sciences. 

Mr. President, Dr. Wetterhahn 
worked to make the world a better 
place, and she will be truly missed by 
all of us who knew and worked with 
her. Researchers like the late Karen 
Wetterhahn are important to the fu-
ture of New Hampshire and the future 
of this Nation.∑ 
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RECOGNITION OF BOB BELLACK 
AND RON HEUMILLER’S ASSIST-
ANCE DURING THE NATURAL 
DISASTERS OF 1997 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I want 
to take this opportunity today to rec-
ognize the important work of two 
McCook County Highway Department 
employees, Bob Bellack and Ron 
Heumiller, in ongoing disaster recovery 
efforts in South Dakota. 

Early this year, residents of Min-
nesota, North Dakota, and South Da-
kota experienced relentless snow-
storms and bitterly cold temperatures. 
Snowdrifts as high as buildings, roads 
with only one lane cleared, homes 
without heat for days, hundreds of 
thousands of dead livestock, and 
schools closed for a week at a time 
were commonplace. As if surviving the 
severe winter cold was not challenge 
enough, residents of the Upper Midwest 
could hardly imagine the extent of 
damage Mother Nature had yet to in-
flict with a 500-year flood. Record lev-
els on the Big Sioux River and Lake 
Kampeska forced over 5,000 residents of 
Watertown, SD, to evacuate their 
homes and left over one-third of the 
city without sewer and water for 3 
weeks. The city of Bruce, SD was com-
pletely underwater when record low 
temperatures turned swollen streams 
into sheets of ice. 

At the height of the snowstorms in 
South Dakota, Bob Bellack and Ron 
Heumiller drove snowplows at 3 to 4 
miles per hour and in zero visibility to 
open roads for rescue and emergency 
medical crews. Wind gusts of 40 miles 
per hour dropped the temperature to 
nearly 70 degrees below zero as the 
medical crews followed Bob and Ron 
for 263 miles to rescue families without 
heat and stranded motorists from all 
over the county. 

While those of us from the Midwest 
will never forget the destruction 
wrought by this year’s snowstorms and 
floods, I have been heartened to wit-
ness firsthand and hear accounts of 
South Dakotans coming together with-
in their community to protect homes, 
farms, and entire towns from vicious 
winter weather and rising flood waters. 
The selfless actions of Bob Bellack and 
Ron Heumiller illustrate the resolve 
within South Dakotans to help our 
neighbors in times of trouble. 

Mr. President, there is much more to 
be done to rebuild and repair our im-
pacted communities. Bob Bellack, Ron 
Heumiller, and the individuals at the 
McCook County Highway Department 
illustrate how the actions of a commu-
nity can bring some relief to the vic-
tims of this natural disaster, and I ask 
you to join me in thanking them for 
their selfless efforts.∑ 
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RECOGNITION OF LORI RUSSELL 
AND BARB NAVRISKY’S ASSIST-
ANCE DURING THE FLOODS OF 
1997 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I want 
to take this opportunity today to rec-
ognize the important work of Lori Rus-
sell and Barb Navrisky in ongoing flood 
recovery efforts in the Dakotas. 

Early this year, residents of Min-
nesota, North Dakota, and South Da-
kota experienced relentless snow-
storms and bitterly cold temperatures. 
Snowdrifts as high as buildings, roads 
with only one lane cleared, homes 
without heat for days, hundreds of 
thousands of dead livestock, and 
schools closed for a week at a time 
were commonplace. As if surviving the 
severe winter cold was not challenge 
enough, residents of the Upper Midwest 
could hardly imagine the extent of 
damage Mother Nature had yet to in-
flict with a 500-year flood. Record lev-
els on the Big Sioux River and Lake 
Kampeska forced over 5,000 residents of 
Watertown, SD to evacuate their 
homes and left over one-third of the 
city without sewer and water for 3 
weeks. The city of Bruce, SD was com-
pletely underwater when record low 
temperatures turned swollen streams 
into sheets of ice. 

The 50,000 residents of Grand Forks, 
ND and 10,000 residents of East Grand 
Forks, MN were forced to leave their 
homes and businesses as the Red River 
overwhelmed their cities in April. The 
devastation was astounding; an entire 
city underwater and a fire that gutted 
a majority of Grand Forks’ downtown. 
Residents of both cities recently were 
allowed to return to what is left of 
their homes, and the long and difficult 
process of rebuilding shattered lives is 
just beginning. 

Barb Navrisky lived through the 1972 
flash flood that killed hundreds of peo-
ple in Rapid City, SD. She knows what 
her North Dakota neighbors are cur-
rently experiencing. Lori Russell 
knows the devastation all too well. Her 
parents, Eman and Leona Hejlik, live 
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